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The  Constitution 

"Tlu"  iiiluihifHiits  of  CiKiada  lUf  (livi<lt'(l  into  1.  tli<'  Xohlcsso, 
II,  the  Clergy,  III.  flii'  Bouij?*'oisif  and  V.  tin'  Pi-asantry." 
(Gov.  Murray's  ri'port  to  tho  Bntiwli  Ministors  in  17(H)  on  tho 
Constitution). 

NoBLEhHE 

The  NohlcHMe  is  a  st'lf-j^ovcrninK  onliT  of  luo  state  founded 
on  AnaJi,  niPf  distinction  with  treaty  rights;  il  lias  i)recedenco 
next  after  the  Kinjr  and  i  le^al  riirht  of  re|)rese!itation  in  tho 
Kovernnient ;  it  has  a  bureau  of  n^ristry  for  race,  rank  and 
arms  in  tlii'  Department  of  the  Seijcneurial  Jurisdiction  (CoUogo 
of  Arms).  The  Order  i-onsists  of  the  descendants  of  European 
military  and  civil  officers  of  royal  coiiunission  who  held  rank  in 
the  country  before  1760  when  up  to  that  date  coTumissions  were 
fjiven  only  to  those  of  birth  and  instruction.  These  were  allowed 
heraldic  distinction  and  honorable  rank  in  the  Order  of  the 
Noblesse  by  tho  Royal  Edict  of  17(50  which  had  boon  incorporated 
in  the  Constitution  of  Canada. 

Those  who  held  Seigneurial  fiefs  had  been  orjjani>.od  into  the 
F^igne^irial  Order  of  Vnvndn  by  the  Kinp;  Louis  XIV.  in  1664. 
.le  Order  of  the  Bnronefs  of  Xora  Srntia  had  been  estab- 
lished by  King  Charles  I.  in  16'2.i  for  Scottish  armigers  who 
contributed  to  the  founding  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
This  Order  was  also  incor[)orated  in  the  Noblesse  of  Canada  by 
Louis  XIV.  in  1664  in  the  person  of  tho  Baronets  de  St.  Etienne 
and  de  La  Tour. 

In  1789  by  the  Loyalist  Act  of  Quebec  of  King  George  III. 
the  descendants  of  those  families  "who  had  rallied  to  the  Royal 
Standard  and  had  stood  for  Unity  of  Empire  in  North  America 
before  the  Treaty  of  Separation  of  17S.S"  were  granted  a  regis- 
try for  a  "Mark  of  honor"  to  give  tl.  m  hereditary  precedence 
over  other  colonists  of  the  same  rank.  The  descendants  of  the 
military  and  civil  officers  of  these  conformi  g  to  the  require- 
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m.'nt«  of  tlu-  K.licl  ni-  l7(;o  w.t.-  .-ritoml  in  tin-  \..l.|..sso  ns  tlu- 
Onhi   of  tfif  UdiiHtirls  of  Quihic. 

Note.  [The  United  States,  \vli..se  independencf  resultrd  from  the  siid 
treaty  of  178^,  repudiated  as  a  democracy  the  former  Ko\al  connection  isitli 
It-  institutions,  charters  and  marks  of  honor  and  of  race-distinction,  so  as  to 
placv  Its  citizens  on  the  basis  of  equality  r  -nardU-ss  ot  race,  c.dor  ind  previous 
t-ond.tion  But  those  of  the  old  provincial  aristocraa  who  'had  rallii-.l  to  the 
Koyal  Standard  '  under  the  ancient  Royal  Constituti..n  who  came  to  Can- 
ada from  the  republican  States  (former  Ro>.-..l  provinces),  were  uuaranteed 
by  thf  King  the  continuation  of  their  ancestr.tl  honors.  With  this  assurance 
the  College  of  Arms  of  Canada  has  issued  CoI•lmission^  for  the  c.ntinuance  of 
the  ancient  provinnal  honors  such  as  the  Order  of  St.  (;<-or«e  ol  the  F.upire 
and  Its  d.ru.itiM.,  (foomlid  h>  the  Knipcror  Charles  \.  1  ,40)  ;in.l  the 
Order  of  the  Tioldei.  Ilorstshoe  of  Tramontane  (founded  in  1716  by  Sir 
Alex.  Spottswood.  (iov.of  \iri:inia  mm.I.-i  Kin;  ( In.tu.- II. )  t,.  fhusr  r.-i.teriii.- 
'"  J  u  I  '^'  "*  '^''""'  "'  ^'''"•'"•'i  "n<ler  the  requirements  of  tlir  Kdict  of  iTfx"") 
and  the  Act  of  1789  and  of  the  rules  of  said  orders.  Undei  the  Ldict  of 
1760  families  of  European  aristocracy  >et  residing  in  the  United  States  have 
registered  in  the  College  of  Arms  of  Canada.) 

Divisions  01  thk  Nobi.kssk 

I.  The  Aniiotial  Noblvss,-  aw  those  who  Imvf  coiitimiouslv 
borne  coat-urinor  from  iK't'oio  ITfJO  t(.  the  present  time  witiiout 
derogation  of  rank,  whose  first  ancestor  to  cross  the  ..ea  was  one 
conforiTiing  to  the  Edict  of  J7(iO.  These  faiiiiiies  bear  at  tlie 
point  of  their  shield  the  azure  octofoil  of  Uie  C«.llege  of  Arms  of 
Canada. 

^11.  Those  N.ho  descend  from  the  rof|uirenieiits  of  the  Edict  of 
176U  but  whose  ancestor  grai  teil  N'oWesse  by  tliis  Edict  did  not 
bear  arms,  or  wh-ise  arms  jne  unKnow  ■.  are  permitted  iiy  tliis 
Edict  to  choose  arms  "[iro\  i<l       th.'v  „ot  tjiose  of  families 

of  the  same  name  but  no  kin.'  On  ■,  >terii,„'  these  arms  tiiey 
constitute  the  Consular  Xohlt.s.,  and  .  ..-ar  at  Uie  point  of  the 
shield  the  octofoil  gules  of  the  Coll.ifr  jh  ving  tli.it  ivmirements 
of  nobility  are  fulfilled.  The  Ahn,n,>i  hi'  <s,-  ,1  ,•  ih,.  .U-sceiuI- 
ants  of  those  of  the  Coii.siilar  Xubl  .  pro.essi..iials  or 

proprietors   (not  laborers  or  servai  .^d  the  sea  after 

1760.  On  registering  their  prools,  u.  r.  i>ermitled  to  add 
the  octofoil  vert  of  this  division  of  the  N  h!es.se  to  the  jioint  ..f 
the  shield.  These  octofoils  of  the  NoW.  ••  distiiigui.sh  fioble 
arms  from  arms  not  noble  or  not  enterws      *o  tlr-  Noblesse  by 
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iiiHtiiietioii  of  raci*  iiccunling  to  thf  i'HtuliliHlu><l  Koyal  K«lictH  uiid 
OrdoiiiiaiiceM  uf  thi*  NobloHttu. 

t't»LL*;Uli  OF  AkMH  a   Co.<»TITt'TIONAL   EnTITY 

Vol.  I.  Const.  Doc.  p.  'JH,  At.  45:  "The  n.  rttcrs  and  othor 
papiTH  of  the  Superior  Council  of  (Quebec,  of  the  I'revote  and 
Admiralty — and  of  the  Koyal  JurisdictioiiH  of  TroiH  Kivi'-n'M 

and  Montreal;  and those  of  ti»e  Scifcneurial  JuriHdieiioM 

of  the  Colony    -Hliidl  remain  in  the  tlrpui  tmentH  to  which  thoHe 
juriHdictionti  dei)end." 


Royal  Prerouativk  in  Can  aim 

The  authority  of  the  King  in  Canada  Ih  personal  according  to 
the  Treaty  of  CesMion  of  \76',\,  signed  l»i  le  KingH  of  France, 
Spain  and  (Jreat  Britain  and  cannot  be  dtlii/atrtl  to  a  cabinet  of 
ministers  whose  iilace  depends  solelif  on  the  votes  of  itfnorant 
and  irresponsible  nndtitiides  ichose  interft-rence  in  the  t/orern- 
ment  is  implicitly  forbidden  by  the  terms  of  the  Treaties  by 
which  Canada  is  held  by  the  British  Crown. 

Authority  of  the  Seigneubs 

Vol.  I.  Const.  Doc.  p.  64.  Gov.  Burton's  report  to  the  Min- 
istry :  "The  Seigneurs  had  by  lucir  original  grant  the  power  of 
naming  the  judges  and  of  administering  justice,  even  in  capital 
cases,  in  their  districts,  but  custom  has  abolishod  these  too  great 
j)rivileges,  though  tho  powers  for  them  are  yet  extant  in  the 
hands  of  the  seigneurs." 

For  the  British  Crown's  approval  for  continuing  Seigneurial 
jurisdiction  according  to  treaty  see  Koyal  Instruction  to  Baron 
Dorchester,  Gov.  (Jen.  of  ('anada,  1787.  Vol.  1.  Const.  Doc.  p. 
562,  also  on  p.  54H  which  declares:  "Ilis  Majesty's  Ministers 
are  well  aware  of  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  by  a  certain 
description  of  people  to  raise  discontent  in  the  P-oviiice  of  Que- 
bec and  to  bring  forward  petitions  to  the  Throne  against  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  Colony.  But  notwithstanding  these 
proceedings  no  means  whatever  are  intended  to  be  taken  for  a 


dmiigf  of  tilt'  HyMt.'in  ..f  Kovtrnm.iit  until  ymi  nIiiiII  hav-  con- 
Hultwi  lilt,  opinion  of  111,.  pi<.vinci.,"-tlmt  is,  of  ll..-  NohlfMrn-. 
till-  llerKy  un»i  ih..  HoiirK^'oirtie  in  their  Ht-paratt-,  icrporute 
capacitii-H  nui  repn-K'ntationH  nccordiuK  t«)  tho  treaty —fBtab- 
lished  couHtitutiun  ■     1  law. 

CuBKOY 

The  ChMK.v  as  a  Catholic  iiierarehy  iMMiired  by  the  BritiMh 
("rown  in  the  Treaty  of  17(!;{  of  the  eontiniiation  of  tlieir  author- 
ity, their  "representation  juul  tlieir  privileges  uh  under  the  anci- 
ei  <iuie."TheehiefHof  the  Cli!  li  are  appointed  hy  the  Tope, 
I  ••"(  where  they  are  aUo  officers  of  state  when  their  couunih 
b:    .  inu8t  be  countersigned  l»y  the  Sovereij^n. 

BouaUKOIMK 

'^  "^ourKt'oisie  consistH  of  the  profeHsions,  pi  .prietors,  uier- 
Cwativd,  nianufacturerH  and  linanciers  and  is  endowed  by  the 
Constitution  with  a  corporate  existence  for  tlie  purpose  of  choos- 
ing its  representation  in  the  slate.  In  17<m  Mr.  Aiuyot  of 
Quebec  received  permission  from  the  British  Kojal  authority  to 
assemble  the  Bourgeoisie. 

Peasantry 

Laborers  of  City  and  Country,  artizans,  domestics,  harbors, 
petty  shop-keepers,  valets,  servants,  chauffeurs,  etc.,  grouped 
under  the  names  of  Plebe  and  Peasantry  are  entitled  by  the 
Constitution  to  form  labor  guilds  and  to  present  their  bills  of 
requests,  complaints,  grievances,  etc.,  to  the  appropriate  court, 
legislature  or  council  by  some  duly  qualified  attorney  who  may 
represent  them  in  these  specific  matters. 

Political  Jurisdiction  of  the  Seioneurul  Council 

In  the  absence  of  the  King  (o"  personally  chosen  represen- 
tative), sovereign  authority  by  the  constitution  vests  in  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Noblesse.    The  Council  of  the  Noblesse  represent  the 
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Crown  of  France  in  the  Treaty  of  Cession  of  17G.'5  which  guar- 
antees  the  legality  of  British  rule  in  Canada.  After  1763  the 
first  Seigneurial  Council  was  held  at  Montreal  in  17G4  under 
presidency  of  the  Chevalier  d'Ailleboust.  In  177.'?  the  Baron  de 
Longueuil  summoned  the  Noblesse  to  meet  at  Montreal  to  send 
an  envoy  to  King  and  Parliament  in  England  to  demand  a 
reaffirmation  of  its  treaty-rights  on  threat  of  withdrawing  allegi- 
ance to  the  British  crown.  The  Seigneur  Chartier  de  Lotbiniere 
was  commissioned  Envoy  of  the  Seigneurial  Council  of  the 
Noblesse  and  his  i)owers  to  treat  for  Canada  were  recognized 
by  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  Vol.  I.  Const. 
Doc.  p.  370,  his  demand  reads :  "Property,  rights  and  privileges 
are  accorded  Canadians  in  so  far  as  is  in  accordance  with  their 
allegiance  t(»  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  Is  it  to  he  nnder.stuod 
hy  this  coiKtition,  expressed  in  terms  so  ifeiieral,  that  they  may 
be  deprived  of  a  part  of  their  riyhts  and  privileyes?  That  is  not 
a  reasonalde  supposition  since  the  whole  is  assured  from  the 
moment  when  they  become  British  subjects." 

Solicitor-General  Norton  of  England  also  declared  that  "The 
definite  treaty  which  has  been  siyned  Ity  the  Kitiy  and  approved 
by  buih  Houses  of  Parliament  cannot  have  such  construction  put 
on  it  that  would  dishonor  the  Crown  and  the  national  faith." 

Reaffirmation  of  Constitution  Established  by  Treaty 

The  King  and  Parliament  thus  challenged  by  the  above  Envoy 
of  the  Seigneurial  Council  of  the  Noblesse  and  sustained  by 
Solicitor  General  Norton  hastened  to  acknowledge  in  the  Que- 
bec-Canada Act  of  1774  which  was  virtually  a  treaty  between  the 
British  government  and  the  Noblesse  exercising  sovereign 
authority  in  Canada,  that  the  ancient  constitution  and  the  orders 
which  it  contained  should  bt  the  supreme  law  of  tlie  land  in  the 
following  agreement: — "The  people  of  the  province,  living 
under  a  constitution  which  has  i)rotected  their  propert}',  priv- 
ileges and  rights  for  a  long  series  of  years  since  the  first  estab- 
lishment of  said  province — anything  found  contrary  to  said  cus- 
tom established  under  the  Kings  of  France,  guaranteed  by  the 
Treaty  ot  i763  and  reaffirmed  by  this  Act  are  hereby  revoked, 
annulled  and  made  void  after  the  first  day  of  May,  1775." 
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Official  British  Recognition  of  Restored  Rights 

^^  Const.  Doc.  Vol.  I.  Report  of  Oeii.  Ilaldiniand,  Oct.  25,  1780: 
"The  Act  of  Quebec  can  in  some  measure  prevent  the  emis- 
saries of  France  and  of  tiie  rebellious  colonies  in  succeeding  with 
the  Noblesse  and  Clergy  to  induce  them  to  cease  to  bear  allegi- 
ance to  the  British  Crown,"  (to  British  Minister  Lord  Cxeo. 
Germain).  Const.  Doc.  Vol.  I.  The  British  Minister,  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  to  Gov.  Sir  Guy  Carleton:)  "I  lenn  for  protec- 
tion to  British  interests  in  America  on  the  fact  that  the  form  of 
the  ancient  government  (French)  has  been  reestablished  and 
that  the  Noblesse  and  Clergy  have  regained  their  ancient 
supremacy." 

Sovereign 

The  King,  His  Britannic  Ma./estv,  George  V.  of  England, 

Scotland,  Ireland,  Canada,  Etc. 

noblesse,  registration   list  from   1910  TO  1916 


Armorial  Noblesse 

•Capt.  Charles  B.  Appleton,  O.  St.G. 

Hon.  George  E.  Amyot. 
•Dr.  J.  G.  B.  Bulloch,  O.  St.  G. 
•S.  Murray  Bennett. 

Due  de  Veragua,  O.  St.  G. 

Baron  d'Entremont,  Seigneur. 

Capt.  L.  P.  d'Entremont,  Seigneur. 

Louis  Denys  de  Bonnaventure,  Seig- 
neur. 

Lieut.  J.  Denvs  de  Vitre,  Seigneur. 
•John  R.  Delafield. 
•John  L.  Delafield. 

Thomas  Scott  Forsyth,  Seigneur. 

Vicomte  Forsyth  de  Fronsac,  Seig- 
neur. 

Baron  Grant  deLongueuil,  Seigneur. 

Reginald  de  B.  G.  de  Longueil, 
Seigneur. 


Madame    Bellefontaine   de   Beause- 
jour. 

William  Amherst  Hale,  Banneret. 

Colonel  J.  C.  A.  Heriot,  Banneret. 
•E.    E.    Hume,    Honorary    Baronet, 

N.  S. 

•Hon.  Lewis  H.  Jones. 

Rgt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Stair,  B.  N.S. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Q.  Lafamme,  Cure. 

Marquis  O'Neill  del  Norte. 

Henry  B.  Stuart,  Banneret. 
•Colonel  H.  J.  de  La  Vergne. 
•Maj.    W.    L.    Willey,     Honorary 
Chev.  O.  St.  G. 

His  Highness  the  Prince  de  Ytur- 
bide,  O.  St.  G. 
•Henry  R.  Wolcott. 

Col.  Coffin,  Banneret. 


Consular  Noblesse 

•A.  F.  Amee,  O.  St.  G. 

J.  N.  Bourdeau. 
'Margaret  L.  Bronson. 
•G.  E.  Brown.  O.  St.  G. 
•G.  N.  Biron. 

Madame  O.  Bertrand. 
•E.  B.  Cox.  O.  St.  G. 
•Prof.  C.  J.  Colcock. 


•Orra  E.  Monnette. 
•Mrs.   M.   B.   Macadam. 

•P.  T.  Nickerson,  O.  St.  G. 

A.  P.  Lafrance  del  Espinay,  Seig- 
neur. 
•F.  Rumrill,  O.  St.  G. 
•Com.  H.  Westfall,  O.  St.  G. 


•W.  Crittenden. 
Rev.  F.  A.  Baillarge,  Cure. 
•W.  W.  Lunt,  Honorary  Chev.  O. 

St.  G. 
Madame  M.  E.  de  la  Mothe-Cadil- 
lac. 


Alumnal  Noblesse 

•Dr.  E.  G.  Acheson. 
•Miss  Mary  Jackson. 
•Captain  O.  Holstein,  O.  St.  G. 
*W.  Moorehead. 


Those  marked  •  on  pledging  foi  et  hommage  to  the  Royal  and  Seigneurial 
Constitution  will  complete  the  full  requirement  for  active  rank  and  privileges 
of  the  Noblesse. 
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